
Kelso High School Parent Council Meeting  

Thursday 13th May 2021, 7.30pm via ZOOM 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome / Introductions / Apologies 

2. Approval of previous meetings minutes - Thursday 25th February 2021 

3. Matters arising from the last meeting:  

 Update on outdoor shelters 

4. Chairperson’s Report (copy included) / Questions 

5. Head Teacher’s Report (copy included) / Questions 

6. SQA Update 

7. Treasurers’ Report (copy included) / Questions 

8. Inspire Learning Ambassador 

Previous meeting was cancelled due to Easter holidays, next meeting scheduled on Friday 21st 

May.  Gemma will attend but if anyone would like to take this role on for the school please 

email us at KHSParentCouncil@scotborders.gov.uk 

9. Points from Planning Meeting on 20th April: 

 How can the Parent Council help with Period Poverty provision within the school, this is 

still open for discussion. 

 Letter to all P7 Parents/Carers inviting them along to our next PC meeting - Done  

 Suggest electing a new Chair and a Vice Chair at our AGM in September. 

 Reports to be sent out with agenda before meetings to free up more time for questions 

and discussion - Done 

 Our ASN sub group to start promoting each different group at different times throughout 

the year to help educate everyone on all types of Additional Support Needs - this will start 

from next term. 

 Our Anti-Bullying discussion group have decided to send out a questionnaire to all 

students, staff and parents to find out how they would like us as a Parent Council to give 

support, or make any changes, working with the school as we move forward - this will take 

place next term. 

 Parental Engagement group are looking for ideas on how we can be more supportive to 

all families and get more parents involved. 

 Our LGBTQI discussion group are looking for ideas on how we would like to support the 

growing community within our school. 

 Suggestion of how our PC could help the seniors with a social event, funding? - open for 

discussion. 

10. AOB 

 

 Thank you to all parents and carers who have helped and contributed, given up their time over 

 the years to be part of our Parent Council it is all very much appreciated. 

11. Date of Next Meeting - Thursday 9th September 2021, 7.30pm (AGM) 

This will be our AGM where we will be electing a new chair (if someone comes forward), Vice 

Chair and parent representatives to take on our various sub groups – this will help spread the 

workload.  We will also be looking at changing our Parent Council Constitution and making up 

a new list of parent council members.  



Chairperson’s Report 

 

Hello everyone, I hope you are all safe and well.  This will be our last meeting before the summer 

holidays which are creeping up on us fast.  I feel like I am running out of time to get work done. 

 

I shared on our Facebook page a picture of the flowers I had picked from my garden and a card I had 

written to lay down at Ellice Murray’s memorial area at the school a few weeks back.  I know not 

everyone is on the Facebook page and I just wanted to let you all know that we as a Parent Council 

had shown our love and support to the Murray family.  All of our thoughts, strength and love are still 

with the family.  Ellice was and always will be a shining star who will always be remembered. 

 

I would like to take a moment and say a very grateful thanks to all the parents and carers who have 

helped support our Parent Council either it be just over the past year or since their children started at 

Kelso High school.  I know a few of you will be leaving this year, some who have been involved with 

various Parent Councils since Primary.  Every contribution you have made and every meeting you have 

attended is one hundred percent appreciated.  Our Parent Council needs parents to be involved and 

to contribute so thank you all so very much.  Good luck to you and your families for the future. 

 

I am working very hard with the Chairs Forum and SBC.  Over the past year being the NPFS Rep I get a 

lot of messages asking for support and help with various different issues.  So I took it upon myself to 

start building a better support network for ALL Parent Councils around the Borders.  I started by asking 

the chairs what they struggle with and how would they like to see a change. 

I took all of our concerns, ideas and suggestions to SBC. 

I recently had a meeting with Kevin McCall and Michelle Strong from SBC and we have come up with 

some fabulous ways to move forward to help support our Parent Councils better. 

No one should ever feel like doing this voluntary role should be a burden, no one should ever feel like 

they can’t cope, no one should ever feel like they want to give up because they can’t get enough 

support to help.   

My aim is to make sure all Parent Councils are fully supported and empowered to do this job and be 

happy with what they are doing.  Never feeling overwhelmed and wanting to quit. 

So SBC are going to organise more training opportunities, we as a group of chairs are going to make a 

handbook for new chairs to help them know exactly where to find support and who to ask for help. 

SBC are going to start doing local online surgeries for each cluster, allowing Parent Council chairs to 

drop in and speak about any issues regarding their schools. 

This past year has been hard enough and my aim is to hopefully make life a little bit easier for our 

Parent Councils moving forward. 

 

At our last chairs forum meeting they discussed how there will be a change in the food and drinks that 

are available within all schools.  If anyone would like more info on this please let me know. 

They also informed us that they will be getting in touch with us individually to discuss Mental Health 

and Wellbeing and let us know plans going forward.  We as chairs have asked Christine Brown and 

Alan Renton from SBC to come along to our next Chairs Get Together on Wednesday 26th May to 

answer our questions regarding this.  If anyone has any questions they would like me to take forward 

to them, please get in touch through the parent council email KHSParentCouncil@scotborders.gov.uk. 

 

We do not yet have a date for our next Chairs Forum meeting.  If anyone ever has any concerns they 

wish me to bring up at these meetings then please send them in via the parent council email address. 

 

 



I am currently working on a helpful information leaflet about our own Parent Council, I know this has 

been discussed a few times, but as yet no one has had the time to get it done.  So I have made a start 

and have a few ideas of what I want it to look like.  If anyone would like to help or give suggestions 

then give me a shout I would love the input. 

 

We held our Parent Council planning meeting with 4 parents who logged in to give their help.  We 

came up with some good ideas about how we want to move forward with the sub groups, but 

unfortunately due to different commitments a couple of these parents are unable to help further.  So 

to take the pressure off the remaining 2 parents I have decided that we will not be going forward with 

any of the suggestions until after the summer break as I think the workload for just the few involved 

is way too much.   

 

I sent out invites to all our cluster P7 parents and carers asking them to our meeting in the hope that 

we get some new faces and some fresh ideas.   

 

I have received a few different concerns from parents over the past few weeks which I have discussed 

with the school in confidence.  They are always glad when we can work together and make each other 

aware of what is worrying us or causing us concern.  Please let me know if you would like me to pass 

on anything that may be on your mind but you are unsure on how to put it forward to the school.  I 

will do this confidentiality if that makes it easier for you. Please don’t sit at home and worry about 

something that could be fixed or worked through on your behalf.   

 

At our next meeting in September it will also be our AGM when all of our office bearers’ roles will be 

up for re-election.  I have suggested that we elect a new Chair but also a Vice Chair to help spread the 

workload.   

 

As the National Parent Forum Scotland Representative I am still working my way round all the Parent 

Councils in the Borders giving an introduction to the NPFS.  I will continue to do this after the summer 

break.  

The NPFS have been doing webinars regarding the Alternative Certification Model, if anyone wants to 

see the recording they will be available on the NPFS YouTube channel soon. 

I will be taking part in a Q&A session with NPFS & Scottish Government on Wednesday 12th May to 

find out what the next moves are regarding schools. If anyone wants to send me any questions then 

email me on scottish.borders@npfs.org.uk  

 

I recently took part in a Q&A with the Parent Club regarding ELC and Childcare which was super 

interesting and I gave them loads of ideas and suggestions. 

 

I am still taking part in the Co-ordinated Support Plans Review that is happening at the moment, if 

anyone would like to discuss this further please give me shout, I am only too happy to get as much 

input as possible. 

 

As you can see I am busy being Chair of your PC, supporting the SBC Chairs Forum and my role in the 

NPFS.  If anyone wants any more information on any of the above please drop me a message and I will 

help in any way I can.   

 

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our meeting this Thursday 13th May 7.30pm on 

Zoom.  

TAKE CARE, STAY SAFE AND LOOK AFTER EACH OTHER.  

mailto:scottish.borders@npfs.org.uk


Head Teachers Report 

 

Updates 

S4/5/6 Alternative Certification Model (SQA) 
 
Provisional results in 2021 will be based on teachers using learners’ evidence of their knowledge, skills 
and understanding of their course. For teachers to do this, we have arranged for two assessment 
windows to take place between the start of term and Friday 4th June. 
The key difference between the formal SQA exam diet, which was cancelled for 2021, and the 
assessments that your youngster will be completing within KHS is the flexibility around how and when 
assessments take place. This means that, as far as possible with the deadlines that have been set by 
SQA, there is maximum opportunity for your youngster to undertake the required learning and be 
given the best chance to succeed in their course assessments. 
The flexibility available to us this year means that the opportunities for gathering evidence do not 
need to be solely based on one assessment. We are being encouraged to make use of this flexibility in 
gathering the right quality of assessment evidence that shows learners’ knowledge, skills and 
understanding of their course. 
We also need to provide additional assessment arrangements, as they would under normal 
circumstances, for those learners who have identified additional support needs.  Within KHS we are 
maximising the use of digital papers to support our learners. 
Following our recent assessment window, teachers have been having individual discussions with 
learners regarding progress and next steps.  This will provide additional support prior to the beginning 
of our second window. 
From Monday 7th June, staff will be asked to complete all the marking and then engage in cross-
marking with colleagues and moderation across the local authority.  When the provisional grades for 
every learning have been decided then a QA process will take place within school and will involve 
Principal Teacher, DHT and HT.  The final process will then be with the other secondary HTs and 
representation from the local authority. 
 
We appreciate that there is a lot of information being shared at the moment regarding the Alternative 

Certification Model, and so at KHS, we would like to hold another parent information session 

on Monday 17th May at 16.30. As before, this session will be recorded and the link will be shared, so 

please don’t worry if you are not able to join us at the time. In order to make this session as useful as 

possible, please email kelsohs@scotborders.gov.uk with any questions you have. We will do our best 

to answer these on the night. 

Fusion App 

This App has been introduced by our Catering department to allow our young people the flexibility to 

pre-order their food.  At the moment is it not possible to add this App to the suite on offer via the iPad 

however the order can be made at any time and our young people can place orders for three days in 

advance.  As a school, we are encouraging our young people to plan and order their menu choice in 

the evenings and at weekends.  There is no expectation to use mobile phones within the school day 

to order food. 

 

Use of Mobile Phones 

As we begin to settle back into our routines since our full return this term, we would like to remind 

our young people that if a mobile phone is being brought to school then these should be turned off 

during the school day with the exception of social times.   

For our senior pupils, our iPads do not allow access to all platforms however staff have been asked to 

set tasks for home if this is not possible rather than ask our young people to use their own data. 

 

 



Period Poverty 

All schools across Scotland are provided with a range of sanitary products.  Our young girls are able to 

obtain these discreetly from our school office or a member of the Pastoral Team.  Due to our toilets 

located on the ground floor being unisex, we provide sanitary products in the girl toilets on the 1st and 

2nd floor via a small bag that hangs on the back of each toilet door. 

 

Leavers 

As we fast approach the end of term, we are aware that our young people within S6 along with others 

in S4/S5 will be moving on to their next chapter.  Before they leave it is important that their Inspire 

Learning iPad is handed back to the school.  The following instructions will be shared with all our young 

people who intend to leave: 

 The iPad case must be clean and have no stickers or markings on the case 

 The iPad must be charge to at least 50% 

 Update the IOS software to the latest version 

 Return the proper Apple iPad charger and a USB cable. An iPhone charger is not accepted as 

a replacement. Young people will be required to replace this on returning. 

 Make sure any documents or photos that are to be kept from the iPad or from Glow One Drive 

should be saved before returning your iPad. Your Glow account and your Apple ID will end 

once you have left school 

 If the iPad is not returned, then the school will seek to ask for the cost of a replacement device 

 The home screen passcode must be reset to 111111 before the iPad is handed back to school  

 

P7 Visits 

Although there have been numerous meetings behind the scenes between staff at KHS and our 

primary schools, our P7 transition with the youngsters began this week.  Using our iPads we were able 

to hold class assemblies and these will take place on a weekly basis.  This will allow our young people 

to meet a variety of staff and prepare for the actual visit to the high school during the week beginning 

Monday 14th June. 

To support our parent/carers, we will be updating our P7 pages within our website along with a 

recorded video presentation this week and an opportunity to join us for an information session during 

the evening of Tuesday 15th June.  More details to follow. 

 

Staffing Updates  

Modern Languages welcomed a new member of staff, Miss Mackenzie this week.  We are also in the 

process of advertising and interviewing for teacher posts within English and Craft, Design and 

Technology. 

   

Change of Timetable 

We are currently working towards changing our timetable on Monday 14th June.  This will allow us 

short period prior the summer to begin new classes and courses. 

 

Thank you 

It is to their immense credit that our young people have done their best to continue to adjust to the 

changes imposed on them and their school experience.  From a standing start we have collectively 

developed an unprecedented level of expertise in online learning and teaching, and this has helped 

our young people to maintain some momentum in their learning.  Together, parent/carers, young 

people and staff have also worked out individual solutions. 

 



From all the staff at Kelso High School we would like to say a huge thank you to all our families and 

the wider community.  A special mention to our parents/carers of those young people who are moving 

on this year, please keep in touch and would love to hear regular updates. 

 

Take care and stay safe 

 

 

Treasurers’ Report  

 

3 Ball Lottery Draw  

April 2021 - The numbers drawn were 8, 9 and 21 - no winner 

There are currently 180 active lines and the May prize fund is sitting at £270. 

 

Lottery Account  

There is currently £1715.57 in this account available to spend, funds have been set aside for the 

lottery prize fund. 

 

Main Account 

There is currently £898.45 in this account. 

 

There is a total of £2,614.02 available to send. 

 

 


