
Biology National 5 

Award Received 

National 5 Biology is graded A - D 

Entry Level: What do I need to do it? 

Entry into N5 Biology will normally depend on your 

attainment in the S3 Biology course. 

Your S3 Biology teacher will advise you on whether N5 is an appropriate level 

of study for you. 

Course Content: What will I learn? 

Cell Biology   

You will learn about cells and how they work. You will find 

out about the different parts of the cell and what they do. 

The key areas covered are: cell structure; transport across 

cell membranes; producing new cells; DNA and the 

production of proteins; proteins and enzymes; genetic 

engineering; photosynthesis and respiration.  

 

 

Multicellular Organisms   

This topic covers many of the body systems of plants 

and animals and how they work. Knowledge of this 

topic will help you make healthy lifestyle choices. The 

key areas covered are: cells, tissues and organs; stem 

cells and meristems; control and communication; 

reproduction, variation and inheritance; the need for 

transport and effects of life-style choices on animal transport and exchange 

systems.  

 

Life on Earth   

This topic examines plants and animals and how 

they have become adapted to their environments 

over many generations. You will learn how to study 

plants and animal in their natural environments. 

The key areas covered are: biodiversity and the 

distribution of life; energy in ecosystems; sampling 

techniques and measurement of abiotic and 

biotic factors; adaptation, natural selection and the evolution of species and 

human impact on the environment.  
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Teaching Methods: What will I do? 

Much of the course will be teacher-led but you will also be involved in a 

variety of tasks including practical experiments and investigations, written 

work, research and presentation tasks.   

 

Assessment: How will I be assessed? 

You will be assessed as follows:  

* Formative End of Unit Tests, covering knowledge and understanding and 

problem solving  

* Final exam, covering knowledge and understanding and problem solving,  

* Assignment, including researching and reporting on a relevant topic of your 

choice. 

 

Homework. 

You will be given regular homework tasks, eg practice exam questions, 

research and revision tasks. 

 

Progression in the Senior Phase. 

High achieving and committed N5 Biology students would be recommended 

to progress to the Higher level of study. 

 

 


